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810 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

MR. JOHNSTON'S REPLY 

Sm, — I am indebted to your correspondent for calling attention to 
certain passages in my articles on Russia, even though he seems to dis- 
approve of them. 

First, as to Socialism and loyalty. Here are a few recent documents 
bearing on this, from The New York Tribune of October 2 and 8, and 
from The Evening Telegram of October 2 : 

Among the first to feel the weight of the new law will be Victor Berger's 
paper, The Milwaukee Leader; the Illinois Stoat* Zeitung and the New Jersey 
Freie Zeitung. 

It is understood that The New York Call has been cited to appear and show 
cause why its circulation should not be prohibited. 

While St. Paul was busy fumigating itself after the visitation the Tribune 
of the sister city, Minneapolis, took up the statement of Mr. Seymour Stedman, 
general counsel of the Socialist Party, that the Socialist Party has nothing in 
common with the I. W. W., and said: 

Both organizations are opposed to conscription. 

Both organizations are printing documents and making speeches designed to 
interfere with America's successful prosecution of the war. 

Both organizations are urging their members to resist the draft. 

Both organizations are placing obstacles in the way of the President and of 
constituted authority everywhere in this nation. 

Both organizations are "lending aid and comfort to the enemy." 

Both organizations are deliberately and determinedly practising national 
sabotage. 

Next as to the influence of American Socialists in Russia: 

Agitators who came here recently from the United States harangued the 
crowd, which filled a big circus tent. The speakers scoffed at American liberty 
and said that the bourgeoisie ruled that country, and the Bolsheviki audience 
applauded only mildly. 

A threatened demonstration against the American Embassy was not carried 
out. The Government, preparing for eventualities, had sent an armored motor 
car and a detachment of troops to guard the embassy. Ambassador Francis 
said he had no fears of possible harm, and did not request a guard. After the 
adjournment of the meeting, the guard was recalled. 

Nicholas II may have disliked Witte, but he kept him in power for 
a dozen years, sent him to Portsmouth, asked him to make the first 
draught of the Russian Constitution, and rewarded him with a title. 

As to Nicholas II and his idealism, let us remind ourselves that it was 
through his initiative that The Hague Conference met in 1899, at which 
twenty-six nations were represented, including Mexico, Siam and Persia; 
these twenty-six nations thereby paying tribute to his idealism. Again, 
to his initiative was due the nation-wide prohibition of vodka; he went 
much further than any democratic Government has yet gone. 

New Yohk City. Charles Johnston. 

A LOVER OF JUSTICE SPEAKS HIS MIND 

Sir, — In my persistent reading of war literature I have failed to find 
anywhere any clear, succinct statement from any pacifist source of the 
reasons which form the basis of the pacifist agitation, or of the reasons 
which these people assign for insisting that in this world-war we should 



